Conclusion

The twin resources of soil fertility and water have
crowned the success of the Brisbane Valley which
has the splendid advantage of proximity to
Brisbane for future development. The vision of the
pioneering pastoralists in the 1840s for a direct
road over Mt Glorious will be achieved in 1988.

Land use practises have revolved full circle in a
century and a half. The chief landed familes have
maintained their position in the Valley for almost
all that time. In the 1860s and 1870s immigrants
selected farms along the river flats and followed up
the tributaries with their cattle to secure a
worthwhile future for their children. For them the
result justified the physical toil, exploitation of
women, children, Aborigines and animals,
inseparable from the pioneering process. Their
vision was to achieve the status of independent
yeomen farmers in an egalitarian society. That
opportunity is being repeated for their
grandchildren's generation through the popularity
of land subdivisions which entice them to the same
financial hurdles and demands as their ancestors
faced. Ipswich and Brisbane are still the focus of
today's generation of young commuters from the
Valley just as they were for the original settlers.

The fertility of the soil and access to markets
have sustained the wealth in the Brisbane Valley.
Ultimately that wealth is measured in land and that
theme pervades Brisbane Valley history. The
landed estates contracted in the wake of the
nineteenth century economic development and
twentieth century water resources developments.
The northern and western sections of the shire
have prospered through their timber stands and the
opportunity for cattle grazing with ready access to
Brisbane and southern markets. These industries
have all produced a certainty of success for their
shrewd leaders.

The region has remained largely rural in lifestyle.
Whilst dairying and timber once promoted the
region through its multitude of factories and
sawmills, this has given way slowly to the
advantages of modernity of lifestyle in commuting
to Brisbane, Ipswich, and Gatton. Wivenhoe Dam
provides a gateway to the future economy of the
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Brisbane Valley in stimulating a rural residential
lifestyle in harmony with the recreational and
tourism opportunities offered for the century
ahead.

The attractive human picture of life in the Valley
has been achieved through the fruits of the
dedication of long serving shire Councillors and
their staff and community leaders in moulding the
financial resources available. The enormous
subsidization of frugal committees by the use of
council plant and expertise of its engineers and
shire clerks has created and maintained sporting,
health, and educational facilities. Local transport
has been upgraded by the provision of innumerable
watercourse crossings in the Valley and road
maintenance programmes since the 1920s,
stabilizing the region's economy of small
landholders and attracting rural residents to the
shire. In the long quiet period of the thirties to the
seventies the human achievement of Councillors
and their staff have created opportunities out of
apparent economic Sameness.

Co-operative efforts of townsmen and the
leadership of the Council have developed a
Brisbane Valley community out of both the lush
fattening country on the river flats and the
unmalleable environment of the hill country, and
the strong trait of permanence amongst the landed
families is part of that process. Those
characteristics have been manifested nowhere
more strongly than in the calculating response of
the Landholders’ Committee to the Wivenhoe dam
development and the accumulation of new viable
landholdings by the families descended from those
who commenced the history of the Valley. The real
issues moved back to where they always belonged
— to the cattle industry, rural lifestyles, and the
advantages of the adjacent capital city. The
resulting economic diversification is pure proof of
the theme of achievement while the recreational
opportunities of the Wivenhoe environment
revolve on the traditional values and skills of rural
life practised throughout the history of the
Brisbane Valley.
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