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Preface

The Council of the Shire of Esk first considered physical environment and the close proximity to

commissioning the writing of an authoritative the capital city. From the original white settlement
history of the Esk Shire in 1978. In making it our in the Brisbane Valley in 1841 to the present day

major Bicentennial project we diligently sought the two outstanding characteristics have been evident
person most capable of achieving this. The - confidence and tradition. These are the immortal
opportunity provided the person, and Council symbols of achievement of many proud families in

commissioned Ruth Kerr in December 1985. The the Esk Shire.

completed book is testimony to the dedication and
.

This regional history is a human story - not ofprofessional skills of the Council's History
saints, but of cattlemen, agriculturalists, andCommittee and the author. business people, men and women who managed

The Esk Shire, which originally encompassed the farms, families, community and church
whole of the Brisbane and Stanley River organizations, and formed sporting clubs to relax.
watersheds, has developed its own regional The Council of the Shire of Esk has provided the
character. Two outstanding aspects have moulded framework for the protection of that lifestyle.
the lifestyle of Esk Shire residents - the rich

Council of the Shire of Esk. 1987.
Back Row (L to R): Cr D.I

.
Golinski, Ms C.D. }arrett (Minutes Clerk) Cr N.L Zabel, Cr K. McPherson, Cr J. Bray Cr E.R. Nunn,

Cr J. McG. Brough. Cr D.G. Granzien, Cr C.A. Toms, Cr J. Crombie. Mr LK. Kumskov Shire Planner). Mr G.G. Cumming (Health
Surveyor), Mr G.F. Wyatt (Shire Engineer}.
Front Row (L to R): Cr A.S. Lord, Mr G.P. Sorensen (Shire Clerk), Cr LJ. Williams (Chairmanh Cr B.M. Moloney Deputy
ChairmanL Cr C.J.Conroy. Col Ryan Studios
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Author's Note

The Council of the Shire of Esk approached me in painting for the cover and Mr Terry Conway who
November 1985 to write a substantial regional did the major photography work played
history of the Esk Shire for the shire's major outstanding roles in the presentation and appeal of
Bicentennial project. The Council appointed me as the book. My husband, John, did considerable

author in December 1985 and research research of the Council Minutes with me, as well as

commenced immediately. researching railway records and reading

The task to research the history of the Brisbane newspapers.

Valley, to write the manuscript and pilot it through I also wish to acknowledge the ready help with
to publication by Christmas 1987 was a major information, and photographs provided by

exercise in co-ordination and discipline. That it has numerous shire residents and people associated
been achieved in such a short time is a tribute to with the shire. All are mentioned individually

my three Research Assistants, the assistance throughout the Endnotes to each chapter. The

provided by the Shire Council, and my own vision. contribution of the editor, Ms Sue Pechey, was of
The professional approach of the Council's History great assistance. Several state government
Committee of Crs E.R. Nunn and C.J. Conroy, departments have also assisted with information

Shire Clerk, Mr G.P. Sorensen, and Senior and photographs - Premier's Department (Mr J.
Administrative Officer, Mr J.D. Carter, ensured an Mulheron and Mr P. Phillips), Main Roads

excellent framework and backing for the project. Department Photography Section, and the History

I wish to thank my Research Assistants - Mrs
Unit of the Education Department.

Desley Cullen and Mr Peter Prideaux, of Brisbane, The result is a major history of the Brisbane

and Miss Lesley Bennett of Sydney, whose work at Valley distilling the themes of the economy and
libraries and archives in Brisbane, Sydney, and lifestyle in a region which has maintained its

Melbourne from Januaryto August 1986 provided considerable influence in the Moreton region for

the foundation for the book. I gratefully 147 years. Innumerable names of past and present

acknowledge the particular assistance of Mr Colin shire residents appear throughout the text but

Sheehan, Principal Librarian, JohnOxley Library. because of constraints of space not all of them
Mrs Pat Jenkinsof Esk, the artist who created the appear in the index.
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