Why We...

Slash roadsides

SLASHING FACTSHEET

Council roads.

Why does Council slash the
grass on roadsides?

To manage vegetation
effectively, Somerset Regional
Council uses a combination
of machinery, flail mowers for
slopes, brush cutters for tight
areas, and targeted chemical
spraying for noxious weeds or

places machinery can't reach.

While spraying is useful, it's not

a long term fix and comes with

environmental, safety, and

cost considerations, so it's used

selectively.

Paving roads wider is not a
viable opftion to reduce the
need for slashing as it can
create more problems than it
solves.
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More pavement increases
heat, runoff and flood risk, costs
more to maintain, and may
impact nearby properties and
infrastructure.

Grassed verges remain the
safest and most practical
solution for most locations.

There are many reasons we
utilise slashing around the
region. Council is committed to
maintaining safety and visibility
for all residents and visitors to
Somerset.

(07) 5424 4000
mail@somerset.gld.gov.au

Roadside slashing is an essential Council service, creating
safe, clear roadsides at a minimal cost.

Across the region, Council maintains around 400 kilometres
of State controlled roads and almost 600 kilometres of sealed

Just like the grass in your backyard, roadsides grow much
faster in summer. Some routes, like the Brisbane Valley Highway,
can be slashed 4 to 6 times a year.

2 Redbank Street, Esk
somerset.qld.gov.au



Roadside slashing - FAQs
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on the road?

Please freat a slashing fractor like
any slow moving work vehicle. Slow "
down early, keep well back, and only 1\
overtake when it is completely safe
and legal fo. Do not tailgate or
attempt to pass on blind corners

or crests.
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A weeds and grass with
Vi chemicals?

Why We... Repair Potholes - Factsheet
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How do you safely \ \ Why not
pass a slashing tractor R spray overgrown

Spraying is useful, but it's not a

long-term fix and comes with
environmental, safety and
cost considerations, so it's
used selectively.

Where does Council
avoid slashing?
There are many places where Council
does noft slash, either for safety, legal
or environmental reasons. These include
private property, steep or environmentally

4 How frequently does Council
/ slash a road in summer versus
winter?
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How often we slash depends largely on the
weather. Just like the grass in your backyard,
roadsides grow much faster in summer. We
typically cut 1 to 2 slasher widths on Council

\
W roads. At times, work must be delayed due

\‘\ fo fire danger, wet weather, or wildlife

“ \ breeding seasons.
\
S
N
A Y e
4

/7



